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Mar. vi. 28, 29, 39. 


 Confider the Lilies of the field how they grow 3 they toil 
not, neither do they ſpin. 5 | 


— 


And yet I ſay undo you, that even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of tbheſe. | 


Wherefore if Gor ſo clothe the graſs of the field, 
which to day is, and to marrow is caſt into the oven, 
Jhail he not much more clothe you, O ye of little 
Faith? . F HEE 


R bleſſed Saviour in this part 
ol his divine ſermon on the Mount, 
ay cIves us a moſt juſt, lively, and 
affecting deſcription of the good- 
neſs and providence of Gop, as 
they extend themſelves over all 
W1cS ON 5 the works of his creation: and 
then applys what he had ſaid up- 
on the ſubject to hen; who are often apt entirely to 
fix their hearts and ſouls upon the uncertain and 
tranſitory bleſſings of this world; and to be ſo un- 
reaſonably, and irreligiouſly anxious in procuring 
them, as not only to be faithleſ, and diſtruſtful of 
the care of a mo wiſe and kind Creator. and to neg- 
lect the ſervice and vigbieouſucſi he requires: * to 
| e eee + e r- 


4 The Wisbom of GOD in 

barter away in exchange for them their title to his 

fa vour, and glory in the everlaſting kingdom of heaven. 
I To convinee them of the folly of ſuch a conduct, 
he uſes a variety of reaſons and arguments, and in 
| the verſes I have read to you, he deſires them to con. 
Fader the (a) lilies of the field how they grow ; ibo they 
foil not, neither do they ſpin: and yet God gives them 

a continual increaſe, and clothes them from year to 
year in ſo beautiful a dreſs, as far exceeds all that the 
art of man can effect, or the treaſures of the richeſt 
princes procure; ſo that even Solomon in all his glo- 
2 Was not arrayed like one of theſe, Wherefore if 
op /o clothe the graſs of the field, which io day is, 
and to morrow is caſt into the oven, ſhall he not much 
more clothe you, O ye of little faith ? Have we not hence 
ſufficient aſſurance to believe, that the good provi- 
dence of our heavenly Father is over all his works? 
and that he will give ſucceſs to a reaſonable forecaſt 
and induſtry in men, and thus from time to time pro- 
vide for them ſuch a ſhare of theſe earthly and tem- 
poral bleſſings, as ſhall, all things conſidered, be 
wiſeſt and beſt for them, whilſt they are children , 
this world, in a ſtate of tryal; where our main con- 
cern is ſo to ½% it, as that when the faſhion thereof 
paſſeth away, we may be received on account of our 
fidelity and righteouſneſs into everlaſting habitations. 
Doubtleſs the love of Gop to nen muſt exceed all 
that we can diſcover of it towards vegetables or am- 
mals; ſince we are his offspring, creatures much better 
in our kind, nay infinitely more worth, than the 
graſs of the field, the fowls of the air, and the beaſts 
of the earth; over which he hath given us an abſo- 
Jute dominion : and to qualify us for it, hath made 
us in his own image, after his own likeneſs, intelligent, 
free, moral agents; capable of knowing, capable of 


(a) The lily is of an admirable whiteneſs in Paleſtine and other but 

. equntries, and grows there naturally without any cultivation; thi 
(ome conjecture Tulips to be here meant. 
| | | con- 
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ntemplating and adoring, capable of imitating, 
1 ſome degree and meaſure, the perfections and the 
orks of our great Creator, and of enjoying the 
lafures of his preſence to all eternity. =} 
Having thus ſhewn the connexion and purport of my 
xt, Jam naturally led by it, as well as by the extra- 
dinary occalion of my appearing here to conſider. 


Firſt, the wonderful works of Go p in the vegeta- 
le part of the Creation. £3 

| Secondly, to draw ſuch religious and practical infe- 
rences from thence, as are moſt proper in themſelves, 
and ſuch as the Founder of this Lecture had probably 


in his yh 
l. Firf, Tam to conſider the wonderful works of 
od in the vegetable part of the Creation; and 
ſe will, I believe, appear from the reflections I 
| make on the order, growth, beauty and uſes of 
Each of theſe particul-rs would open to me à 
ge and ſurpriſing ſcene of ſpeculation, was I qua- 
ed by the courſe of my ſtudies to do the juſtice 
tis due unto this ſubject: but as this is a want, 
ich the daily experience of many, who hear me, 
labundantly ſupply, I ſhall content my ſelf with 
ng ſome general remarks or hints, which may 
re for the inſtruction of the ignorant, and tir up 
knowing to glorify the Creator and Governor of 
univerſe, by putting them in remembrance of thoſe 
, which their own obſervation or reading have 
geſted to them. 9 be | 
is indeed obvious to every vulgar eye, that there 
n infinite variety of /zeds, by which the different 
's of vegetables are preſerved and propagated ; ſo 
they never fail to keep, without confuſion, their 
al order, or ſpecies; Gop thus giving to every 
lis oon body, and diſtinguiſhing what ſprings from 
7 peculiar leaves, flowers and fruit, Philoſophy 
not 


6 The Wisdom of GOD #1 
not only confirms this truth, but as far as the di 
veries of the microſcope will reach, we find, that; 


ſeeds of vegetables are real and perfect plants, n 1 
vellouſly folded up and incloſed in a ſhell, or $M b. 
whence it becomes highly proba ble, that all the obj 
and plants, that ever were or ſhall be in the wo, 
were form'd together in embryo, by the word of reg 
Almighty on that ſolemn day of Creation; when for 
ſaid (Gen. i. 11.) Let the earth bring forth graſ, Mclic 
berb yeilding ſeed, and the fruit-tree yeilding fruit ( 
His kind, whoſe ſeed is in itſelf, upon the earth. Nucl 
that his providence ever ſince has been only he 
folding their original ſtamina, and bringing them ane 
a viſible ſtate of exiſtence, in his own wiſe and t v 
pointed time according to certain, uniform, and fd 
laws, to which he has been pleaſed to ſubject Wir: 
ter and motion in vegetables, from the beginnirgliſſi th 


the world. | | cat 

And indeed to find out, and admire the wiſdon 
theſe laws, is the whole buſineſs. of a philoſoj! 
who really becomes a fool, however wi/e he may 
in his own imagination, when he preſumes to exc 
Gop and his providence out of his ſchemes, an 
account without them from matter and motion 
ly, for the ſmalleſt production in the vegetable wil 
for (a) how the ſeed ſprings or grows up we knouff 


unleſs by reſolving it into the perpetual influen a 
him, who created and governs all things. Wehn a 
it is true, as far as our reſearches can go, thy | 
plants (b) in their internal conſtitution are wo tþ 
fully made, and conſiſt of a numberleſs vari ; 
. wn - CEE STE CIP : icke 
(a) Mar. iv. 27. (4) I muſt here, as I ſhall throughout th and 


mon, refer the reade rio a moſt curious book, intitled Vegetable dn 
but would adviſe him to peruſe the whole moſt carefully, if ht« 
to have a true infight into the natural hiſtory of vegetables: or i Yege 
how much I am indebted for almoſt every thing] have ſaid 1 
fubje# to the reverend author, Mr. Hales of Teddington, p. 9 


165, 136. 146, 147. 353» 35+ | rvi. 
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property of attracting, are like ſo many capil- 
branched our in ſuch a manner, as that they may 
bine and exert their reſpective powers in every 


„ towards collecting and digeſting ſuch plentiful 
en Of for the age, or ſpecies of each vegetable, or the 


aſs, {climate where it grows: and towards making the 


wit of, (5) the chief vehicle of it, to riſe, fall or perſpire 
4%. {Much proportions, as may moſt contribute to its 
health and vigor. We find likewiſe, that this 
and nouriſhment do in fact arife from (c) water 
n with ſaline, ſulphureous, oily,” or ſuch other 
ds of earthy particles, as make up and ſuit the 
ſtitution of each plant, herb and flower. And 
this ſupply might never fail, Providence has ta- 
care to lay up (d) hidden ſtores of moiſture in 
earth, (e) a deep that coucheth beneath; beſides 
the inexhauſted treaſures of the ocean, from 
ace the ſun is . continually exhaling an immenſe 
ntity of Water to fill the atmoſphere with clouds 
vapours, which being there (g) made ſmall, and 
kind of diſtillation cleared from all groſſer ſalts 
particles, return to the earth in rains and dews, 
ich not only recruit the ſprings and rivers with 
h and wholſome liquor, bur 4difti! and drop as 
ma watering pot, upon vegetables, ſinking down 
ty into their roots, or laying all night in dew 
their branches, by which means their moſt 


icked in, and conveyed to every part in due ſea- 


; and veſſels, which being endowed with a ſurpri- 
„ bel, exceeding fine, and remarkably diſpoſed | 


regular ſupplies of nouriſhment, as are moſt pro- 


ler buds ſpring forth, and proper nouriſhment. 


and proportion; whereas an unſeaſonable over- 


as li hs A * — hu — 


Veget. Staticks, p. 321, &. (5) P. 3. 100. 136. (%) P. 
245. 318, &c. 360. 365, &. (4) P. 358. (e) Deut. 
fü. 13. HY Dr. Bentley's Boyles Lect. 8 vo, p. 328. (9) 
XXI. 27, 28. Deut. Exxii. 2. Job xxix. 19. xXXVIIi. 27. 
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the VIGETABLE CaEATION. 9 
more live, nor thrive than animals can. The 


are moſt curiouſly wrought, and exactly propor- 
nd, and then ſo fitly joined together and compacted, 
that they grow up, and make increaſe (a) by that; 
ich every joint ſupplyeth, according to the eſfectual 


wers aſſign'd them by the all-wiſe Creator and 
mriver. The fabrick and texture of theſe bodies 
e indeed fo intricate and fine, that we can diſcern 
it little of their internal conſtitution thro? the beſt of 
ſcro ſco pes: but were all their innumerable fibres and 
fſels naked and open to our eyes, what an amazing 


ne behold? what a variety of maſterly ſtrokes of 


nidom ſhould we be entertain'd with? nay, [doubt 
t, but that the very probable conjecture, of a ſaga- 


ove to be a real fact, () that *© the ſpecifick diffe- 


grow from the ſame nouriſhment, are owing to the 
rery different formation of their minute veſſels, 
hereby an almoſt infinite variety of combina- 
ions of the common principles of vegetables is 
nade. We know indeed in part, and ſee through 


wes which clothe them, and the roots which ſupport 
em, are all in ſome degree contributory to their 
Kt and well-being. But how much they are ſo, I 
uſt appeal to the experience of many, who hear 
„ and particularly, to that of the curious and in- 
Itrious Founder of this Lefure, believing that they 
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5 0 1 Staticks, p.329. &c. 7 b) Veget. Staticis. p. 360, 
. 341 | | | 5 


ſuilitive have obſerv'd in the general, that their bo- 


king in the meaſure of every part, by the different 


ind beautiful ſcene of inimitable embroidery ſhould 


machinery? what evident marks of conſummate _ 


bus and truly religious philoſopher, would thus 


rences of vegetables, which are all ſuſtained and 


daſs darkly, that the bark which covers them, the 


ll juſtify me in theſe general aſſertions ; that the 


tark 


} 
i 
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bark, (a) tho' a very curious piece of net-work 
appearance, is much more ſo in reality; and that 
not only defends the plant from the injuries of e 
ceſſive heat and cold, but at proper ſeaſons open 
free entrance and paſſage thro' a variety of fibres 
the ſap and air, As to the leaves, (b) they are n 
only aſſiſtant in hringing food from all parts wi 
in the reach of the attraction of young ſhoots, a 
the growing fruit, which, like young anima 
is furniſhed with proper inſtruments ro ſuck 
thence ; but they ſeem likewiſe defigned for ma 
other important ſervices : ** (c) for they embrace 
defend it in its tendereſt ſtate, and are its beſt ſe 
rity, whilſt it is ripening, againſt the too parch 
beams of ſummer-ſuns ; in them are alſo (4) laid i 
principal drains to ſeparate and carry off by perf 
ration the redundant watry fluid, which would oth: 
wiſe ſtagnate, and turn rancid and 1 Na 
we have great reaſon to think, that they (e) lik 
wiſe © perform in ſome meaſure the ſame office f 
the ſupport of the vegetable life, that the lungs « 
for the ſupport of the animal life, plants very pre 
* bably drawing thro? their leaves ſome part of thi 
£ nouriſhment from the air, '' as well as from rn 
and dew. And what 1s more remarkable, (f) 
find them growing at ſmall diſtances througho 
the whole length of young ſhoots in all ſorts 
trees, that they may thus ſerve as ſo many Join: 
* afting powers placed at different ſtations, there 
to draw with more eaſe to the extending ſhoot plent 
of ſap, and nutritive matter, which is wonderful 
prepared, refined, and mixed in the air, (g) out of 
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a) Ray's Wiſdom of God, p. 73, &c. 114. Derham's Phyji 
ol. p. 407. Veget. Staticks, p. 153. 245 (6) P. 31. 323-33 
Nieuwentyt Rel. Philo). vol. 2. p. 711. (c) Ray, p. 115. 
Feg. Staticks, p. 100. 324. (e.) P. 76. 148. 153. 325: 3 
YP. 331. 359. (g) P. 245. 3 20, &c. 325. 327. 340, 
300. 
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rogeneous Particles, according to the many diffe- 
it purpoſes it is to ſerve in one and the ſame ve- 
able, or in various, kinds of them, and in diffe- 
nt climates. But laſtly, as to the roozs, (a) they being 
e main ſources of life unto every plant, are ſo con- 
ved as to wrap themſelves about heaps of earth, 
d to ſpread far and wide, not only to take the 
per rooting, and to lay the faſter foundation, but to 
vin queſt of proper nouriſhment; and then to ſe- 
ct what is ſo, they are covered with ſo thick and 
e a ſtrainer, as that nothing can be admitted, but 
hat may eaſily be carried oft by perſpiration, vege- 
les having no other proviſion for diſcharging what is 


Ik 
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ack 
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ſec 


rh! perfluous, or obnoxious. 

aid ii from theſe principles of vegetalion ſprings an 
peri nazing and delightful variety of trees, plants, and 
555 


vers; all of them remarkable for the elegant, tho? 
ferent texture of their leaves, and many of them, 
jond expreſſion ſo, for affording ( many and di- 
e pleaſures for the taſte, and odours of wonderful 
l and flowers of unchangeable, as well as moſt beau- 
| colours, and of ſo inimitable fineneſs in their va- 
us embroidery and edgings, that the moſt skilful 
in vain attempts to counterfeit theſe ordinary 
genuine productions of infinite wiſdom and pow- 
and therefore the richeſt of princes, or SOLOMON. 
al bis glory, was never arrayed like one of theſe. 
iy, when the (c) Orator or Poet exert all the pow- 
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pl eng,) Yep. Srat. p. 77. 135. 363. Ray, p. 114. Fob vill. 17. Wiſd. iv. 
fil 0) 2 Eſdr. vi. 44. (c) That I may do juſtice to the dignity and 


ly of ſeripture- language, as well as to the obſervation here made, 
tr my reader to the few following paſſages, where he will ſee with 
jure the juſtneſs and elegancy of metaphors taken from the vege- 
Creation: and indeed I have always found upon this and every 


of 


Verb ject, that I cannot expreſs myſelf in ſo proper a ftyle, as in 
23- / be Holy Scriptures. Gen. xxvii. 28. Deut. xxxii. 2. 2 Sam. 
15. . Fob xxix. 19. 23. Pſalm 1.3. Ixxii. 6. Prov. xvi." 15. 
25. 2. The book of Canticles. Iſaiah v. xvüi. 4, &c. xxvii. 6. 
34% , 11. Ki. 11. Fer. xvii. 7, 8. Ezek. xxxi. 3, &c. Hof. xiv. 


tv Ecelufſe, xxiv. 12, &C. XXXIX. 13, 14. L. 8. Fohn xv. Heb. vi. 7. 
B 2 ers 
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ers of phantaſy, to make their deſcriptions moſt | 
ly and affecting; their images are chiefly borroi m 
from the vegetable Creation in its vernal beauty fl * 
glory, at which ſeaſon the mind may be ti 5 
ſported with the moſt rational pleaſure, and yet Ml Pe 
dulge itſelf with innocence in gratifying every ſeſ '0 
(a) There are indeed ſome writers of great di fo 
ction, who have made it an argument for Pr. tr: 
* dence, that the earth is cover'd with green, rat ar 
than with any other colour, becauſe this com to 
and ftrengthens the eye, inſtead of weakening i ®) 
* grieving it; and that nature is induſtrious in 4 
* king the earth gay and delightful, even whilſt I fi 
* 15 molt intent upon her own preſervation. bi 
* thoſe who are verſed in philoſophy, may carry ti de 
* conſiderations higher, by obſerving, that if *: 
© matter of the vegetable world had appeared . 'E 
< endowed only with thoſe real qualities, which ” 
actually poſſeſſes, it would have made but a viſſ © 
joy leſs and uncomfortable figure; whereas PH ® 
£ dence, by giving it a power of producing ii 9 
* ſuch imaginary qualities, as taſtes, ſmells, andi // 
* lours, has kindly taken care of man, that wil “ 
© is a ſojourner in the lower ſtations of his nal /* 
he ſhould have his mind cheared and delighted MI L 
« agreeable ſenſations; “ wherefore the Garde ſt 
Eden ſeems to have been his lot and portion in tt 
primitive ſtate of innocence and perfection; and ®! 
Pagan poets invented Elyſian fields, as the fitteſt pill * 
for his future happineſs and glory. >” 
Upon the whole, if we conſider this part of tt 
Creation, in its natural order and beauty, one . A. 
be apt to conclude it to have been made for fl 
pleaſure and delight: but if we conſider it in its d 
ri NN (a) Mr. Aadiſon, Spectator. No. 387. 80 


B ſeery 


ſery 


ſervency to men and beaſts, we ſhall then think it 
made only for their uſe. And here I might inſiſt, 
as others have done, (a) upon the great variety there 
is of trees provided for all ages, and for every pur- 
poſe and occaſion in life; ſome for fuel, ſome for 
tools, utenſils, and furniture of every kind; others 


for building, particularly for ſhipping, without which 


trade and commerce would be almoſt at an end: 
and all of them afford a cooling and refreſhing ſhade 
to man and beaſt, which is made moſt delightful 
by the muſick of the feathered choir, (b) who ſing 
among their branches, where they build their Neſts, and 
find the ſecureſt habitation. 


as to have ſought out, even in the times of greateſt 
ignorance; and yet we find, ( ſurely vain are all 
men by nature) that every people under Heaven were 
ſo (c) turned aſide by a deceived heart, as that after 


warming themſelves, and baking, and roſting with part 


of the ſtock of a tree, they made a God out of the re- 
fidue thereof, after the figure of a man, and then fell 
down unto it, and worſhipped it, and prayed unto it, 
ſaying, Deliver us, for thou art our GOD. But this 
is ſo unnatural an abuſe of the creature, and ſo 
ſhocking an abomination to the Creator of all things, 
that I am in pain, till I proceed to do juſtice to 
him, by making ſome further reflections on the 
wiſdom and . N. he has manifeſted to us in the 
vegetable world. To this we in good meaſure owe 
the whole of our Materia Medica; for ſome plants 
and herbs are evidently /pecificks, and to the reſt we 
fly for eaſe, relief, and cure under the various pains, 
diſeaſes and evils, to which we are naturally ſub- 


— cw. 


Theſe are natural uſes, 
but there is one, which in reaſon it is ſcarce poſſible. 
to ſuppoſe Men ſo vain or wicked in their inventions - 


— comm 
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(a) Derh. p. 405. 417. Dr. Cockburn's E Jays, p. 48. 
CV. 12. 17, 75 Jaiab xliv. Wiſdom 1 HE 
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ject, or bring upon ourſelves in this frail and mortal 
ſtate of our exiſtence. And I believe, there may 
be more of truth, than what we have yet diſcovered, 
in the conjecture of (a) a ſagacious NValuraliſt, who 
knew as much of plants as moſt men, that there 
are, by the wiſe diſpoſition of Providence, ſuch 

« ſpecies of plants produced in every country, as are 
* molt proper and convenient for the meat and 
© medicine of men and animals, that are bred and 
* inhabit there. ?* As for meat, we daily and in every 

climate experience with the Pſalmiſt, (6) that the 
earth is ſatisfied with the fruit of GOD's works; 
that he cauſeth the graſs io grow for the cattle, and herb 
for the ſervice of man ; that he may bring forth food out 


of the earth, and wine that maketh glad the heart of 


man, and oyl to make his face lo ſhine, and bread which 
Rreagtheneth man's heart. And that we might ſeldom 
fulfer a ſcarcity of this; hat grain which Herves for 
It, (c) 1s fertile to a miracle, and agrees for the moſt 
part to every ſoil and climate. Nay, that other ani- 
mals likewiſe might be always feaſting on the muni- 
ficent liberality of their Maker, he has made extra- 
ordinary proviſion for the propagation of herbs and 
graſs, (4) by the number and lightneſs of their ſeeds ; 
which are eaſily wafted ro and fro, and carefully 
ſown by every blaſt of wind, or fowl of the air. 
Theſe things are obvious to a common eye, but when 
the Philoſopher (e) takes his microſcope, a new world 


of wonders opens to his view, wherein he ſecs the 


leaves, flowers and fruit of vegetables, ſwarming 
with millions of living creatures, exquiſitely faſhioned 
in every part, tho? otherwiſe inviſible at their largeſt 
 egrewth; all aſiing as well as we, how gracious and 

good the Author of nature is, (F) who thus openeth his 


—_—____ 


(a) Ray, p. 127. (5) Pſalm civ. 13. 16. (e Ray, p. 125. 
10 P. 121, &c. Derbam, p. 413. 0 Ray, p 186. 1 Pſal. 
civ. 27, 29, cxlv. 15, 1 

hand, 
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hand, and giveth an infinite variety of creatures, that 
wait all upon him, their meat in due ſeaſon, ſatisfying 
the defire of every living thing, and filling them with 
plenteouſneſs and good. (a) O Lord, how manifold are 
thy works | in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; the earth 
is full of thy riches; even the vegetable part of it, tho? 
this be in truth but an inferior branch of thy crea- 
tion. But theſe reflections naturally lead me to my 


II. Second general head, to draw ſuch religious and 
practical inferences from hence, as are moſt proper 
in themſelves, and ſuch as the Founder of this Lecture 
had probably in his view. And, 

1. Firſt, we may hence learn to acknowledge the 
being and perſections of GOD, and to adore, love 
and ſerve him, as our Creator, Preferver, and the 
Giver of every good thing we can enjoy in this life, 
or hope for in another. I will not here enlarge up- 
on the proofs that might be drawn from the harmo- 
ny and beauty of the univerſe in all its parts, but 
confine myſelf entirely to ſuch, as ariſe from the 
diſcoveries that have been already made in the vege- 
table world; notwithſtanding we may ſtill affirm with 
the wiſe author of the book of Eccleſiaſticus, ( there 
are yet hid greater things than theſe be, for we have 


ſeen but few of his works; tho' enough in all reaſon 


to convince any one but a Sceptick, that all of them 
muſt be alike wife, good, and perfect in their kind. 

The ſurprizing effects, which I have been men- 
toning under my former head, muſt proceed from 
chance; or an abſolute neceſſity within, or without 
the things themſelves; or from an infinitely wiſe, 
powerful and free agent. As to chance, it is only 
a term, by which we expreſs our own ignorance of 
the true cauſe of any Phenomenon or event; ſo that 


1 


it 


= (s) Pſalm civ. 24. | (4) Eccluſ. xliii. 3 2. 


i" ei * 
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it is as nothing, and can do nothing; but if it could, 
he muſt be a monſter in the reaſon of things, or to uſe 
the judicious expreſſion of My, Addiſon, * He muſt (a) 
have a degree of credulity not under the directi- 
on of common ſenſe *” who can believe that there 
ſhould be a perpetual conſiſtence, order, beauty, and 
uſefulneſs in the fortuitous ſhufflings, and confuſions 
of matter; that chance ſhould create, and propagate 
for ages in an uniform manner the various ſpecies 
of vegetables, and then make numberleſs copyings of 
the individuals of each ſpecies, as from one genera] 
idea or exemplar without any miſtake or material dif- 
ference, even in the minuteſt ſtrokes in the leaves, 
flowers, or fruit; notwithſtanding there is in eve- 
one of them the moſt intricate weaving of the 
fibres, and a geometrical arrangement of innumera- 
ble parts; all of them being ſo placed, as the offices, 
and uſes, and wants of the ſeveral vegetables require. 
He muſt, I ſay, be guilty of a conceit prodigiouſly 
abſurd, who can imagine, that chance ſhould be thus 
delicate and uniform in her operations for above five 
thouſand years together, tho? in all this time, there 
is no proof that it has drawn a real reſemblance of 
any one of them in a fading landſkip. Doubtlels 
an Atheiſt might more reaſonably maintain, upon 
ſeeing a piece of ploughed ground, or the beſt cul-| 
tivated garden, that the ploughing, ſowing, planting, 
and ordering of ſuch ground and garden, and the 
production of corn, trees, herbs, and flowers, from 
thence were all performed without any art, contri- 
vance, or induſtry in man; than that the original ſeeds 
of theſe ſhould be fortuitouſly ſhuffled into being, 
and then grow and multiply in the wonderful man- 
ner they do, without the interpoſition of an agen!, 
who knows itſelf, or any of its operations. As to an 


— 


6 


{a) Evidences of the Chriſtian Religion, p. 13 2. 
”, abſolute 
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1d, ute necelſity within or without theſe things, (a) this 
uſe {Wruft be uniform, and any variation muſt imply a con- 
(a) Wradiction : whatever events or effects proceed from 
cri. Hence mutt exiſt ſo zeceſarily, that it cannot even 
ere Ne ſuppoſed with reaſon, that any of them can be, or 
ind Mould have been otherwiſe, than they now actually are, 
ons In any reſpect whatſoever, as to time, place, manner, 
ate Nor other circumſtance of exiſtence. But there is not the 


aſt appearance of ſuch a neceſſity in the vegetable 
zorld, and it is fo far from being a contradiction to ſup- 


ral Noſe what we there ſee to have been made in ſomereſpetts 
dif- Nifferent from what it actually is, that reaſon aſſures 
ves, s, that the conſtitution of things therein might poſſi- 
ve- iy have been infinitely varied: and daily experience 


ay convince us, that 1t is actually liable to very 
reat changes: for what abſolute neceſſity can there 
e for juſt ſuch a number of ſpecies of vegetables, and 
uch leſs of individuals? or that theſe ſpecies ſhould 


aſly Ne all of them in ſome particulars alike, but amazingly 
thus ifferent in others? or that the workmanſhip of one 


nd the ſame vegetable ſnould be diverſified with the 
tmoſt art and curioſity? All theſe, it muſt be owned, 
re the moſt arbitrary effects that can be imagined : 


tlefs ad therefore an abſolute, unalterable necelſſity can 
pon Never be the cauſe of them. | | 
cul- If therefore theſe works of nature are not the 
ing, Wlunders of chance, nor the neceſſary effects of unin- 
the Nelligent Fate, we muſt have recourſe to GO D: and 


ndeed all the diſcoveries, that have been made of 
ie powers or capacities, of matter and motion, in this 
nquiſitive and free-thinking age do prove to a de- 
onſtration, that the various powers of mechaniſm are 
ot only entirely dependent on the Deity, but that 
) all ſecond cauſes, as they are uſually ſtiled, (ex- 


| 


4) The reaſoning here uſed is fully and clearly nrged in Dr. Clarke's 
byle's Lectures, vol. 1. p. 103, &c. Ana in the Religion of Nature 
lineated. p. 85. (4) Dr. Clar ke's Sermons, vol. 1. p. 200. 
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cepting free agents) are but the effects of other cauſes 
and have (in the nature of things, and true proprie 
ty of ſpeech) no efficiency at all, but in the end ap 
| Pear to be mere inſtruments, by which the Creato 
and Governour of the univerſe. chuſes perpetuall 
and uniformly to diſplay his own wiſdom and power 
ſo that he is himſelf the conſtant (if not only) agen 
in what we vulgarly call the courſe of nature. Ane 
therefore it will avail an Atheiſ# nothing, tho? h 
ſhould be able to explain all natural phenomena bi 
mechanical Principles, ſince theſe owe every thing 
they can do, or rather, that is done thro' their means 

to the divine power; but I believe, it is now ce 
tain beyond diſpute, (a) that the ſun, earth, an 
water, and all the powers of nature, or principles o 
mechaniſm in conjunction, tho* managed by the mo 
experienced and ſagacious Atheiſt, are able to do no 
thing at all towards producing any thing endue 
with ſo much as even a vegetable life, unleſs GOIN 
had given him the ſeed bearing in its womb the pe 
fect embryo or ſtamina of the future plant. Nay, a 
to the growing of a plant, human skill can conti 
bute nothing, unleſs by putting it into ſuch ſtate an 
circumſtances, wherein fo wonderful an effect is ord 
narily brought to paſs, we know not how; but mu 
reſolve it finally, as Sir Iſaac Newton has done b. 
the whole courſe of nature, into the immediate, the 


regular and uniform impulſe of the firſt mover, an.“, 
the divine will and pleaſure, exerting itſelf at all time lneſ 
by certain laws of its own eſtabliſhing, thro? the iir 
finitely wide extent of its dominion. For bus on! - 


is It poſſible to account for gravitation or attrafin 
the great baſis of all mechaniſm, and the almight 


(a) Boyle's Lefures, vol. 1. p. 95. Dr. Bentley's Boyle's Lets H 
$20. p. 160. 
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ment, which holds the univerſe together, and hangs 
the parts of it upon nothing ; which is the ſpring 
almoſt all the great and regular inanimate mo- 
"ns of the world, (aj and is ſo operative in all the 
ry different works of nature, and moſt eminently 
in vegetables, It muſt therefore be GOD alone, 
ho created the various ſpecies of vegetables, and ob- 
tyed in the make of all of them, however different, 
y of every individual, the moſt exact and mathe- 
atical proportions of number, weight, and meaſure; 
apting every part, fibre, and veſſel, with admira- 
eskill ro ſeveral functions, ends, and uſes, which 
uld never be the neceſſary, or fortuitous reſult of 


uſes 
prie 
1 ap 
»at0 
ually 
wer 
igen 
Ane 
* I 
1a by 
thing 
eans 
ce 


an. ; 
les oer and motion. Who gave to each of them its 
moſruliar ſeeds keeps them, tmall and (5) numberleſs 


o noltey are, without the leaſt confuſion, and is ever 
due Bilant that when any of them dye, (c) the ſeed they 
Ohe ſhall be molt carefully repoſited and ſecured, till 
e pe revive and propagate in a poſterity moſt like them- 
Wes. It muſt be GOD alone, who has a thorough 
ght into, nay, is actually preſent in all the parts 
his Creation; that invigorates, and puts forth in 
ord ble Bodies, and the air within them, ſeeming 
t mullles, powers and qualities, contrary to each other, 
ne entirely different from thoſe, by which it is 
„ th ible for matter to act on matter; (d) that gives 
8 ana juſt proportion and direction to all of them. 
Ftimdheſe very tendencies and averſions, as that they 
the iHormly (e) concur in the principal work of ve- 
5 onln; and to this purpoſe, as it were, wiſely chuſe 
1 io of all the elements, and then by force bring to 
night} tree, plant and flower, ſuch ſort of nouriſh- 
t, as is moſt proper for, or peculiar to it; re- 


Lectuſ i Hales's Veget. Staticks, p. 96. ( b) Ray's Wiſdom of 
p. 25. (Ce P. 126. 122. Derham, p. 411. Hales's 

emen Satie, p. 321. 349. (4 P. 207. 345 (d) P. 310. 
35 C 2 pelling 
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pelling and rejecting what is not ſo; that every 2. 
getable may not only be preſerved in its natural or 
der, but be diverſify'd by (a) various combination 
of its nutritive matter into roots, trunk, bark, bran 
ches, gems, ſhoots, leaves, bloſſoms and fruit. ] 
is from GoD (to ſpeak in the beautiful language o 
a modern writer) (5) that © trees receive annual! 
£ their peculiar liveries, and bear their proper fruits 
< that Flowers are dreſt, each family, in the /ame co 
* Jours, or diverſify their faſhions after a certain ma 
© ner proper to the kind, and breath the /ame eſſe 
s ces: and that both theſe, and all other kinds, ob 
c ſerve their ſeaſons 3. and ſeem to have their ſever; 
c profeſſions and trades appointed them, by which the 
£ produce ſuch food and manufactures, as may uy 
* ply the wants of animals.“ 155 
From every one of theſe inſtances, I ſay, it dot 
clearly and undeniably appear, that there mult | 
ſome Almighty Mind, (c) wonderful in counſel, a 
execllent in working, who firſt modell'd, and fro 
time to time preſerves, orders and adorns the veze! 
ble Creation; ſo that the holy ſcriptures ſpeak to t 
judgment and experience of the wiſeſt philoſophers, 
well as to the apprehenſion and obſervation of tl 
vulgar, when they aſſure us, that (d) iz Go p we ln 
move, and have our being; (e) that he looketh to ! 
ends of the earth, and ſeeth under the whole heaven 10 ma 
the weight for the winds, which he bringeth out «f 
treaſures, and to weigh the waters by meaſure, and 
make decrees for the rain; (F) for he knoweth th: l 
| tancings of the clouds, and numbreth them in wiſdd 
He cauſeth the vapours to aſcend from the ends of 


— — 


| 5 a) P. 322. 355. 366. 3) Relig. of Nature delineated, p. 
c 


Ce Iaiab xxvii. 29. (d) Ads xvii. 28. (e) Job 11 


2% 27. Hſales cxxzv. 2. (f) Fob vi. 16. Iii. 25, & 
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rb; ſo that the rain hath no other father than him- 
elf, and he begetteth the drops of the dew. (a He 
weneth unto us his good treaſure, the heaven to give 
rain for our land in his due ſeaſon, the firſt rain and the 
latter rain moderately, that we may gather in the corn, 
and the wine, and the oil; he maketh graſs to grow 
ion the mountains, and in the fields, and herb for the 
ve of men. (b) He viſiteth the earth and bleſſeth it; 
me col is maketh it very plenteous, he watereth the rid- 
rw thereof abundantly ; he ſettleth the furrows therecf; 


n ma 
eſſen de maketh it ſoft with ſhowers, and bleſſeth the ſpringing 
Is, o thereof. He crowneth the year with his goodneſs, and 


his clouds or paths drop fatneſSs. (c) He openeth bis 
band, and ſatisfieth the deſire of every living thing. 


y ſun do that there is not a more obvious or convin- 

cing proof of the being and providence of God, than 
it do that which is urged by the Apoſtle to the 1dola- 
uſt i trous Lycaonians, (d) He never left himſelf without 
„ A witneſs, in that he did good, and gave men rain 
fro from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts 
vere! 11h food and gladneſs ; bleſſings, which none (e) among 


the vanities of the Gentiles could beſtow, for they 
cannot cauſe rain, nor can the heavens alone give 
ſbotwers; but the Lord our Gor muſt give them, 


li who made all theſe things, How wiſe and juſt there- 
to 1 fore is the reflection of a late very judicious and 
Ma . Divine, (F) that the beſt and per- 
„fecteſt philoſophy has ended, where the natural 


nd © ſenſe of mankind began; ſtrongly confirming 
and reſcuing theſe truths out of the hands of 
z half learn'd vain ſcepticts, which were origi- 
of WF © nally the voice of nature, and the firſt and moſt 
obvious manifeſtation of Go p.“ 


(a4) Deut. xxviii. 12. xi. 14, 15. Joel ii. 23. Zech. x. 1. Fer. 
*. Pſalm exlvii. 8. (2 Pſalm lxv. 9, &c (e Cxlv. 16. 

d) Afs xiv. 179. (e) Fer. xiv. 22. Baruch vi. 52, 53 (/ 

at Dr. Clark's Sermons, vol. 1. p. 290. „ J 
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If therefore hee be all of them truly and philoſoMl 2e0! 
- phically ſpeaking, the wondrous, and manifold wrt pari 
of Gop, (a) who created all things, and for whoſ pic. 
pleaſure they are and were created. To Him theMcilt 
muſt be aſcribed the GLoxy of them. And moi tab! 
worthy HE is to receive it. But who ſhall give ii tion 
not vegetables themſelves. For they, however curiWrn 

ous, beautiful, and uſeful, are void of all ſen(Miry 
and knowledge, and nor ſo much as conſcious that orks 
they have a being. (Y) They can only afford ma de 
terials of praiſe to his reaſonable offspring, who are ) B 
made capable by faculties truly divine of diſcove. ble 
ring from an infinite variety of the moſt ſurprizing ef. . 

fects wiſdom unfathomable, and power inexbauſtible in un 
the godhead, under the conduct of goodneſs, as nigh 
boundleſs as either of them. And in this lower world 
no creature is capable of this but nan, to whom ba 
the dominion of it is given, together with under- e 
ſtanding, reaſon and will; whereby Go p (e) teach- Hit 
eth us more than the beaſts of the earth, aud maketh Het a 
#5 wiſer than the fouls of heaven ; nay, what is be- knſe: 
yond this, he rendreth us capable of religion, which {Wl ? 
is the ſupreme excellency of created nature; capable Ne 
(d) of ſinging praiſes with underſtanding, of declaring Met 


the glorious honour of his Majeſty, and of bis wondrous w. 
works, and of turning whatever we ſee, or think of ent 
into a ſubje& of adoration and thankſgiving. And Wi 
indeed (to borrow the words of one, to whom I am fate 
already indebted) (e) there is no congruity or pro- a 

Wwe 


portion in the uniform diſpoſition, and correſpon- 
dent order of any bodies or magnitudes; no fitneſs 
or agreement in the application of ſimilar and equal {Wu 


lan 


— 


(a) Rev. iv. 11. Pſalm xcvi. (3) Pſalm exlv. exlvii. cxlviii. 5 
Mr. Ray's Wiſdom of God, p. 200, &. (c. Fob xxxv. 11. (%) Palm i); 
xlvii. 7. cxlv. 6. le) Dr. Clarke's Boyle's Lectures, vol. 2. Wi; 
p- 83. 7 

| 6 geome» 


the VEGETABLE CREATION. 22 


geometrical figures one to another, or in the com- 
raring them one with another, ſo viſible and con- 
ſpicuous 3 as is the beauty and harmony of the exer- 
ciſe of God's ſeveral attributes, meeting with ſui- 
able returns of duty and honour from all his ra- 
tional creatures throughout the univerſe.* For 
hen therefore who have leiſure and abilities of 


ſenſckhery kind, not to ſearch far and wide into the 
that orks of his creation and providence, is as it were 
ma. defraud or rob him of ſome part of his glory. 


1) Beſides, it is an employment that become; the 
obleſt, and is ſufficient for the wiſeſt of men; 
u, their wiſdom can conſiſt in nothing better, 
un finding out Gop unto perfection. And that he 
night do ſo, even Solomon inquired into the ) di- 


orld ies and vertues of plants from the Cedar in 
hom ebanon even unto the Hyſſop, that ſpringeth out 
der- he wall. For the vegetable world, tho? one of the 
ach. Mt conſiderable: parts of the creation in itſelf, is 


tan elegant feaſt to the ſoul, as well as to the 
knſes of mankind 3 and when art diſcovers ſtill grea- 
er wonders of power and wiſdom than the naked 
me; and when reaſon and Philoſophy ſhew us the 
kreral ends of providence, and convince us, that 
twas made by infinite goodneſs for our uſe, orna- 
nent and delight, it ſeems monſtrous, if not im- 
poſſible that any of us, however prejudiced or infa- 
tated, ſhould not feel within ourſelves thoſe na- 
ural overflowings of admiration and pleaſure, of 
bye and gratitude, which become the relation we 
land in to our own Creator and Preſerver, to the 
luthor of every good gift and bleſſing in the world. 


— 


a) This topick is excellently ſet forth in the book of Wiſdom, 
(hap. vii. and by Mr. Ray, p. 190, &c. and in Mr. Hales's Veg. Sta- 


ices, p. 318. (6. Wiſdom vii. 21. 1 Kings iv. 33. 
| Methinks 
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Methinks every field and garden muſt be looke 
upon by wiſe and good men, as a place conſccr: 
ted to religious worſhip, and diſpoſe them to co 
tinual exerciſes of devotion. Nor would their re 
ligion and devotion end in the private, or publ 
thankſgivings of their ſouls : but carry them, whe 
thus prepared, to live in a continual ſenſe of hi 


ſovereign power over, as well as goodneſs, to then ] 
and to employ their whole being, all their facult MO 
ties and talents in the ſervice and imitation of thei] mat 
Gop, till they are, as far as it is in their power . © 
be, perfect, even as he is perfect; for a true philoſofiÞs, 15 
pher, who ſees the Deity thro' every object off:ich 
which he caſts his eye, and finds the influences ang me 
workings of his perfections in every experiment Hur, 
makes, in all the phenomena of nature, (not one « 0 go 
which could be without him,) can never want a rea !! 
fon to convince, or a motive to perſuade him, that re 
fince all inanimate and irrational beings conſtantly), 1 
obey the laws of their creation, and tend regt 
larly to the ends for which they were appointed ir r 
it muſt be unnatural and abſurd for reaſonable crea bea 
tures, when free as Gop is free, to abuſe this gl ind 
rious privilege of liberty by breaking thro* thoſſi Fre. 
Jaws of reaſon and vertue, to which they are by hi a 
ſubjected, and thus make themſelves the alone u lung 
reaſonable and diſorderly part of the univerſe. Bug» * 
it is high time for me to paſs to a xcel 

2. Second inference, which our bleſſed Saviour ſug be / 
| geſts to us in my text, (a) and in St. Mark, to barg 
faith in Gov, and to live under all the diſpenſi G. 
tions of his providence, free from unreaſonable ani di 
iety, diffidence and murmurings. For tho* we ſhoulq ir 
not be always taſting of his goodneſs in a plentif 

— 5 — —— — — — — 90 [ 


(a Mark xi. 22. 
variet 
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ety of temporal enjoyments; nay, tho? tem- 
| evils ſhould be our lot and portion in this 
nevertheleſs; ſince his goodneſs and wiſdom 


ir Mot err in chuſing for us, we may be ſure that 
ublifMs making, even by ſuch means, the wiſeſt provi- 


for our ſpiritual and eternal happineſs, if we do 
; loſe it thro* our own perverſeneſs and wicked- 


hem. For can we think, that Hz, who governs 
aculf& motions of every the minuteſt particle of life- 
thei matter, and by whoſe providence the graſs of the 
er i which to day is, and to morrow is caſt into the 


„ is yet clothed in a more beautiful array, than 
richeſt of Eaſtern monarchs ; that Hz, who takes 
moſt kind and proper care of all his other 
atures, ſatisfying the deſire of every living thing 
good, and diſpoling of, and providing for 

ic the moſt excellent manner, agreeable to 
r reſpective natures and ſtations, Is it poſſible, 


anti, for us to think, or to be of ſo little faith as 
reguli to believe that GoD muſt have a more parti- 
ntedWlr regard and concern for man, than for plants 


crea 2a/?s that periſh; ſince he made him the great- 
and moſt valuable of all creatures here below: 
great and valuable, that we may affirm, (a) 
ha moſt judicious perſon, © without over-va- 
ing human nature, that the ſoul of one virtu- 
bus and religious man, is of greater worth and 
xcellency, than the /n, and his planets, and all 


ſugMic ftars in the world.” The earth we live upon 
having (b) made in wiſdom, and full of the riches of 
ena Gop, ſhould convince us, beyond all doubt 


( diſtruſt, of his real intention to do all that 
, in reaſon, be expected of him towards mak- 


) Dr. Bentkey's Boyle's Lefures, p. 295, G) Pſalm civ. 
5D ing 
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ing every thing as happy as it is gyod; and that 
will not fail to prepare for meu (if obedient 
his will) a happineſs ſuitable and adequate 
the natural longings and ambition of their ſou 
which he at firit (a) created to be immortal, and 
image of his own eternity. It is then unrea ſonab 
to imagine that HE fhould, after a ſhort, fr; 
and painful life, annihilate ſach glorious creaturt 
in whom he has planted an infatiable deſire of 
ving for ever; and whom he has made by naty 
capable of receiving. perpetual improvements 
knowledge and vertue, and of thus drawing near 
to himſelf by greater degrees of reſemblance, It 
unrealonable,. I fay, to think, that hey ſhould þ 
as tho* they had never been, after a ſhort turn u 
on the ſtage of this world, and after having | 
looked abroad into the works of their Creator, a 
found reaſon to believe, that his goodneſs, as wi 
as his wiſdom, is infinite. But how (to ſpeak 

the beautiful, and on this occaſion moſt prop 
metaphors :{þ) of a late elegant writer) can 
find this wiſdom and goodnefs, which ſhine ti 
all his other works, in the formation of me 
without looking on this world, as only a 71 
« ſery for the next, and believing that the feve 
generations of rational creatures, which riſe | 
and diſappear in ſuch quick ſucceſſions, are 0! 
to receive their firſt rudiments of exiſtence here, al 
* afterwards to be franſplanted into a more friendly c 
mate, waere they may ſpread and flouriſh to- 
eternity.“ 5 1 

Theſe are the probable conjectures of unaſii 
reaſon, but the argument grows demonſtrati 
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1d as J hope, myſt be irreſiſtibly affecting to us, 
cho live under the Goſpel, and know that Go 
elides: (a) making Men a litile lower than the Angels, 
ud crowning them with glory and honour has been 
b mindful of them, when they had corrupted them- 
ves beyond recovery by idolatrous and wicked 
aventions 3 when they had forfeited his favour, 
ad the natural claim he had given them to im- 


2 
hat 
ent 
are 
ſou 
and | 
onah 
„ fr; 


ature 


of Nortality, and pulled () upon themſelves death and 
natiruction with the rworks of thetr hands : In theſe 


kſpcrate. circumſtances, he has been, I tfay, ſo 
indful of us, as to. ſend his only beloved Son to 


nts 
ear 


It %, us, (c) and to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 
1d inet, that he might thus redeem us from the mi- 
rn vicry and puniſhment, that were in juſtice due to 
g j er tranſgreſſions,” (d) and by his reſurrefion from 
r, ai: dead beget us again unte a lively hope, to an in- 
5 W leritance incorruptible, and undejiled, and that fadeth 
cak Wh! away, reſerved in Heaven for us. I am ſenſible 


tat. have been too long, but immortality is fo de- 
ghtful a ſubject, that I know not how to leave it, 
nd muſt therefore intreat your patience for a little 
le, during a | | 

3. Third inference, that I may, in juſtice to the 
al of the Founder of this Lecture, juſt touch upon 
natural thought ſuggeſted in it, and try, how far 
le reſurrection of the body may be proved by the cer- 
uin changes of the animal and vegetable parts of the 
lreation. The immortality indeed of the Soul alone, 
nd a future ſtate for. hat, may, for ought-I can 
iow by reaſon, be ſuffictent to anſwer all the pur- 
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(a) Pſalm viii. 5. (8) Wiſdom i. 12. (e) Heb. ix. ,26. 
i Pet. i. 3, 4. e 4 | 
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poſes of G op in creating and governing Ma 
but yet it is remarkable, (2) that this beaut. 
frame of things is maintained in a continual roy 
of the — and diſſolution of animal ; 

vegetable bodies, (5) that what we ſow is 
quickened, except it dye, and that (c) * a flats 
putrefaction does by a wiſe order of Providen 
fit plants to reſuſcitate again in new vegeta 
productions. Why therefore ſhould it not { 


natural, to think with Fob, that the fleſhly taber c 
cles of Men, ſhould after their diſſolution and c 9 
ruption revive and flouriſh, (d) even tho? this col 2 
this appointed time ſhould not come, fill the Hea 4 
be no more, and till our Redeemer /hall ſtand 4 i; 
latter day upon the earth. There is hope of a tree, i ff 
be cut down, that it will ſprout again, and that 2 
tender branch thereof will not ceaſe; tho? the 9 
. thereof cvax old in the earth, and the ſtock thereof 1 
in the ground: yet thro* the ſcent of water it will | gl 
and bring forth boughs like a plant. Why then ſhoul, of 
not ſeem probable, according to that common i m 
of reaſoning from the analogy of nature, that e ;; 
the Parts of human bodies, which are of all ot jc 
_ molt (e) curiouſly and wonderfully made, tho fi di 
N for a while into corruption, and mouldering Ml 79 
fo duſt, ſhall not be for ever buried in the cave ,, 
of the grave; _ ſpring up with new life, vig ne 
as 

* 7 — f . ** n in : 5; , 200 
(e) Hale's reg. Statich, p- 314. (2) 1 Cor. xv. OU 


(/ Hale's Feget. Staticks, p. 320. (4) Job xiv. 7. 14 thi 
15. Xix. 25, 26. Theſe paſſages of Job are beſt interpret 
an addition to the end of his Book, which we 2 in the def 
gint and may be thus tranſiatgd. So Fob died being old 
tull of days; but 'tis written, that he ſhall riſe again with! 

whom the Lord rqifes 1 5 {ob xlii. 17. le Pfalm cx ( 
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and beauty, even as vegetables from rotten particles 
of ſeed ; or in the prophetic —_— of Ezekiel and 


Iſaiah, (a) that our dry bones ſhould live and flouriſh 
ike an herb ; that our dead bodies, that dwell in the 
duſt, ſhould ariſe, awake and ſing, for our deu is as 


Bl the dew of herbs, and the earth ſhall caſt out "the 


dead. | oy 2 
Theſe are, I own, no other than the faint glim- 
merings of reaſon and tradition, diſcovering them- 
ſelves in many parts and ages of the World, and 
growing a little brighter by an imperfect revelation 
among the Jews: but they now ſhine unto the perfect 
day under the Goſpel of Chriſt, (b) who hath brought 
life and immortality to light, and whoſe Apoſtle hath 
ſhewn unto us this myſtery of Providence, (c) that 
we ſhall all be changed, and that this corruptible ſhall 
put on incorruption, and that this mortal ſhall put on 
immortality, and be raiſed ſo ſpiritual, heavenly and 
glorious as to abide and continue the ſame for ever: 
and thus become by its refinements and improve- 
ments, an uſeful. and neceſſary inſtrument to a glo- 
rified ſoul, and convey to it, perhaps by new in- 
lets, ſuch an infinite variety of perceptions and 
diſcoveries of divine wiſdom, (ad) as eye hath not ſeen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of 
man to conceive, whereby its knowledge and happi- 
neſs will be increaling to all eternity. But to ſuch 
as ask, how this thing may be? my anſwer is, (e) 
we walk now by faith, and not by fight; but when 
our (F) Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhall appear in 
the glory of bis Father out of Heaven, he will then 
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(a) Ezekiel xxxvii. 1/aiah Ixvi. 14. xxvi. 19. 2 
2 Tim. i. 10. (e, Cor. XV. $1. 53. (4; 1 Cor. 1.9 
% 2 Cor. v. 7. J Phil, fi 20, 21. 
e N change 
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.change-our vile bodies hat they may be lite : faſhioned 
"#nto bis $10r40us : body, according bo the avorking, where- 
y be is able, 'vuen 10 ſubdue all things unto bin- 
e; after which they ſnall enjoy in the more im. 
mediate preſence of Go, and the company of Angels 
(without interruption, frailty-or infinmity) an un- p 
changeable and everlaſting life. 
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